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CHOSEN _KOREA', In the peninsula of Korea, as in Eastern Asia
generally, the mountains tend to run parallel to trie coast line. In
the north, where they axe a continuation of those of eastern Man-
churia, they cut across the peninsula, tut farther south they form
an axis to it and divide it into two slopes, an eastern and a
western.
On the east they present a steep escarpment to the sea from which
they are separated by a narrow coastal plain, but on the west the
slope Is more gradual, the rivers are larger, and there are numerous
valleys which contain much fertile soil. It is on the accordingly
that the bulk of the population is found. Climatic conditions are
somewhat more favourable than in corresponding latitudes on the
mainland, the winters being milder and the summers cooler. The
rainfall occurs mainly in the summer, and Is greater on the east
coast than on the west.
The principal crops are rice, which is the staple food of the people,
and cotton and soya beans upon which, along with rice, the economic
prosperity of the people mainly depends, Under Japanese super-
vision the cultivation of American Upland cotton and sericulture
have become important industries, and both are regarded as having
a promising future. Ginseng is abundant, and its is a profit-
able government monopoly. Various minerals are found; iron ore
is obtained in \Vhang-hai and South Pyong-an; there axe smelting
works in \Vhang-hai, and iron ore and pig-iron are exported to
Japan. Gold is mined at Woxisan in Xorta Pyong-au province,
and in South Pyong-an anthracite is worked. Manufactures have
hitherto been concerned mainly with the supply of local needs, but
of late the manufacture of cotton and rayon, flour-milling* and the
production of fertilizers have grown in importance. The communica-
tions of the country are improving. The principal railway is that
wMcb. runs from Fusan to Antung, with branches to Seoul and Jin-
sen, Hie exports include rice, beans, fish, raw cotton* and iron
ore; while grain, cotton, and silk goods, oil, timber, sugar, coal and
machinery are the principal imports. Fusan and Jin-sen are the
chief ports.
The Koreans display little energy either in political or economic
matters, and have usually been dependent on one or other of their
neighbours. Their country was annexed by Japan in 1910, and for
all practical purposes may be regarded as, part of the Island